If Jesus Had Never Been Born

Galatians 4:4-5 “But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.”

We simple, shallow, sheep-like humans are prone to take things for granted. We take our spouse, children and parents for granted. We take food for granted. We take our health and home for granted. We take the Bible and church for granted. We can even take God for granted.

In 1907, a man won an essay contest in the Westminster Gazette entitled “What if Napoleon Had Won the Battle of Waterloo.” Churchill later wrote an essay on “What if Lee Had Won at Gettysburg.” These are thought-provoking questions, but folks, have you ever thought what your life would be like without Jesus? Have you thought about how different the United States would be, how different the world would be, if Jesus had never been born?

In his book, What If Jesus Had Never Been Born, D. James Kennedy’s answer to this question fills sixteen chapters and two hundred fifty pages. Kennedy credits James Allen Francis with the following evaluation of Jesus’ influence:

“He was born in an obscure village, the child of a peasant woman. He grew up in another village, where He worked in a carpenter shop until He was thirty. Then for three years He was an itinerant preacher. He never wrote a book. He never held an office. He never had a family or owned a home. He didn’t go to college...He never traveled two hundred miles from the place where he was born. He did none of the things that usually accompany greatness. He had no credentials but Himself.

He was only thirty-three when the tide of public opinion turned against Him. His friends ran away. One of them denied Him. He was turned over to his enemies and went through the mockery of a trial. He was nailed to a cross between two thieves. While He was dying, His executioners gambled for His garments, the only property He had on earth. When He was dead, He was laid in a borrowed grave through the pity of a friend. Twenty centuries have come and gone, and today He is the central figure of the human race.

All the armies that ever marched, all the navies that ever sailed, all the parliaments that have ever sat, all the kings that have ever reigned, put together, have not affected the life of man on this earth as much as that one solitary life.”

John Maxwell says shy people influence ten thousand people in their lifetime. But when you think about how much influence Jesus has had on mankind, it is mindboggling. Today alone, two billion people on earth claim to be His followers. We want to talk for a little while about how our lives would be impoverished if Jesus had never graced planet earth. But first, enjoy our song…

David Jeremiah told of a minister who had a dream. “In his dream it was as if Christ had never come. He drove to the church but there was no church. He picked up his Bible and it stopped at Malachi. In his dream he was at a freshly dug grave. As many ministers do, he took some dirt and sprinkled it on the grave. Ordinarily he would say, “Earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust, in the sure and certain hope of the resurrection of the dead through Jesus Christ our Lord.” But in his dream all he could say was, “Earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust.” That was the end of it. If Jesus had not come there would be no resurrection.”

To the devoted child of God, Jesus means everything. Much of the world, though, cares little and thinks rarely of Jesus. Meanwhile, many even despise and disdain Jesus of Nazareth.

Some say that only Bible believers will believe that Jesus is the Son of God. Many, knowing that Jesus existence is a historic reality, refer to Him as a great teacher and a good man. The skeptic, only familiar with the basic historical evidence about Jesus, can, however, with an objective mind, see that the facts support that Jesus was exactly who He said He was - the Son of God.

C. S. Lewis argued this point powerfully in his book, Mere Christianity. He wrote:

"I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say…I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept his claim to be God. That is the one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic - on the level with the man who says he is a poached egg — or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse… [B]ut let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about his being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to...I have to accept the view that He was and is God."

We want to ponder the question, though, “What if Jesus had never been born?” Did you realize that if Jesus had never been born that it would destroy our calendar? If Jesus had never been born we would mark time differently. It would not be, it could not be, 2009 A.D. Did you realize, in fact, that the atheist acknowledges the impact of Jesus Christ every time he writes a letter? Did you know what the A.D. stands for “Anno Domini” which means “in the year of our Lord.” So, when the atheist, the Hindu, the Buddhist, the Muslim writes today’s date, he unintentionally acknowledges that Jesus lived as Lord 2,000 years ago and that He changed history like no man before or since. If Buddha was the most influential man, the date would be 2572; if it were Mohammed, the year would be 1437. But the date is 2009 and the Man is Jesus.

Just think with me about the difference Jesus has made in the world. Could anyone less than the Son of God leave this kind of mark on the world? What the world would be like if Jesus had never been born. Kennedy lists many ways the influence of Jesus Christ changed the world

He has chapters on the Protestant work ethic, literature, art, and music. Can you imagine your life, if you were raised in a Christian home, without hearing your mother sing “Jesus loves me?”

Kennedy also has chapters emphasizing that if Jesus had never been born women would still be treated as slaves, slavery would be more widespread, the killing of children and even cannibalism would be more common. Kennedy relates that “during WWII on a remote island in the Pacific, an American soldier met a native who could read, and the native was carrying a Bible. Upon seeing the Bible, the soldier said, ‘We educated people no longer put much faith in that book.’ The native, from a tribe of former cannibals, replied, ‘Well, be thankful that we do, or you would be eaten by my people today.”

If Jesus had never been born what would the state of education be? In America, the Puritans passed the first law demanding education of the masses and the primary textbook for children for two centuries was the Bible. While we’re talking textbooks, remember that Gutenberg invented the printing press to put the Scriptures in print. Many languages were first put in print by Christian missionaries so that people could read the Bible.

As for higher education, Kennedy continues, “All but one of the first 123 colleges in colonial America were Christian institutions. Harvard, for example, was founded on this statement: ‘Let every student be plainly instructed, and earnestly pressed to consider well, the main end of his life and studies is, to know God and Jesus Christ which is eternal life, John 17:3."

Only 40% of scientists today grant God’s existence, but that is a modern phenomenon. The biggest names in science, the founders of the modern disciplines were Christians. These men without peers include Keppler, Boyle, Pascal, Pasteur, Newton, and many others.

HEALTHCARE

Americans place great importance on the state of healthcare, but where would our healthcare system be if Jesus had never been born? Did you know that the first hospitals were started by Christians, that the first nurses were Christians and that the Red Cross was started by Christians?

And why should so much credit for medical care be associated with Jesus and His work? Why is it that Christians have led the way in establishing hospitals and promoting medical care? Listen, Jesus came to earth to offer us a cure from sin, but when He was here Jesus showed incomparable mercy and compassion on the sick. He used His power to heal many sick with no regard for their social status. He healed ten lepers at one time. He healed demon-possessed men. He healed the servant of the Roman centurion (a Gentile, no less) and even healed the ear of the High Priest’s servant who came with the motley crew to take Jesus captive.

Jesus’ teaching is equally responsible for the followers of Christ taking the lead in healthcare. The Parable of the Good Samaritan from Luke 10:25-37 redefined love for much of mankind.

“And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying, ‘Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?’ He said to him, ‘What is written in the law? What is your reading of it?’

So he answered and said, "’You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind,' and ‘your neighbor as yourself."' And He said to him, "You have answered rightly; do this and you will live." But he, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?"   Then Jesus answered and said: "A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a certain priest came down that road. And when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and looked, and passed by on the other side. But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had compassion. So he went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. On the next day, when he departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, "Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.' So which of these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?" And he said, "He who showed mercy on him."

If, however, Jesus had never been born, man would know nothing of the Good Samaritan and none of the acts of sympathy inspired by Jesus’ life and teaching would have ever taken place.

DIVINELY-INFLUENCED GOVERNMENT

Imagine what the world would look like if no nation looked to the teachings of Jesus in making its laws and in governing its people. Don’t misunderstand; Jesus’ mission was not to set up an earthly kingdom, but to set up a spiritual kingdom, the church. This kingdom, the church, as promised by Jesus in Matthew 16:18 has survived many persecutions and attempts to stamp it out. At the same time, nations that have looked to God’s wisdom over human wisdom in governing have been blessed tremendously. Solomon predicted this to be the case in Proverbs 14:34, “Righteousness exalts a nation…”

Our country was settled by men seeking religious freedom – freedom to worship God as Christians. At least ninety percent of the signers of the U.S. Constitution considered themselves Christians. The United States was founded on Christian principles. The ACLU promotes separation of church and state as removal of God from the country; history tells a much different story. Virginia’s first governor, Patrick Henry, proclaimed, “It cannot be emphasized too strongly or too often that this great nation was founded, not by religionists, but by Christians; not on religions but on the gospel of Jesus Christ!” At his inauguration as President, George Washington got down on his knees and kissed the Bible. Afterwards, he “lead the Senate and House of Representatives to a church for a two hour worship service.” Abraham Lincoln declared, “It is the duty of nations as well as men to owe their dependence upon the over-ruling power of God… and to recognize the sublime truth, announced in the Holy Scriptures and proven by all history, that those nations only are blessed whose God is the Lord.” That was a quote from Psalm 33:12.

Consider this: the United States population is 300 million people. That sounds like a large number until you hear that there are 6.7 billion people in the world. That means that the United States makes up only 4.5% of the world population. The top 50% of U.S. income earners pay 97% of income tax. North America makes of 5.2% of the World Population yet produces 27% of the wealth. Asia has ten times the population but produces only slightly more wealth. And, the United States is always at the front of the line in disaster relief. In 2008, not counting all the private and religious organizations in America, the United States provided, according the United States Department of Agriculture, “more than $2.8 billion from U.S. food aid programs to developing countries, reaching tens of millions of people worldwide.”

The average lifespan in some countries is only forty, while the average of life expectancy in the United States is in the mid-70’s. There are 77,000 people in American who are at least one hundred years old. That makes me feel quite young.

More important than all of these facts, if Jesus had never been born, we would not have had the opportunity to experience life to its fullest. Jesus said in John 10:10, “I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.”

If Jesus had never been born there would be no church; there would be no brothers and sisters in Christ. If Jesus had never been born there would be no Messiah; there would be no praying in Jesus’ name. If Jesus had never been born there would be no forgiveness of sins; there would be no hope of life after death.

If Jesus had never been born, we would be forced to live in fear. There is, though, healthy fear. A reverential fear of God that leads us to serve Him and obey Him is a blessing.

Psalm 33:18 “Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear Him, On those who hope in His mercy…” Psalm 34:17 “The angel of the LORD encamps all around those who fear Him, And delivers them.” Psalm 111:10 “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom…”

Proverbs 1:7 “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge…”

We should fear God and we will be blessed if we do, but Jesus came to remove the fear of the unknown. God does not want us to live in fear of other men. God does not want us to fear loneliness. God does not want us to fear death. The Holy Spirit tells us in I John 4:18, “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect in love.” Because Jesus was born, because He died for our sins and conquered the grave on the third day, all fear is gone.

The apostle Paul puts it eloquently in Romans 8:1, “There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit…28And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose…31If God is for us, who can be against us?... 38For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

How sad, despite all the blessings that Jesus came to give mankind that most live as if Jesus never was born. Many pretend that He never was born. What an insult to God the Father. What disrespect! Don’t be one of those people. Live with gratitude that Jesus was born. More than that; live with gratitude that Jesus suffered, bled and died on the cruel cross so that your sins might be washed away, so that you might experience the abundant life, so that you might not have to fear death. “These things I have written,” John writes in I John 5:13,“to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life…” If you would like to get a copy of this message, get a pen and a piece of paper and we’ll tell you how after our song…

Thank you for watching Let the Bible Speak. We pray you have heard God speak to you through His word. If you’d like a copy of this sermon, “If Jesus Had Never Been Born” please write us and we’ll be glad to get it out to you. We also offer our free Bible study course to complete at home. Finally, we echo the sentiment of the apostle Paul when he wrote in Romans 16:16, “the churches of Christ salute you.” Until next week, goodbye and God bless.
