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One of the worst atrocities on American soil was a Civil War battle in which nearly three thousand Confederate soldiers met four thousand five hundred Union soldiers on October 2, 1864. After a day of intense fighting, shots fired through the night muffled the cries of the wounded.  An eyewitness said, “A renegade Confederate soldier walked up to a wounded Union cavalry soldier, Crawford Hazelwood, and asked, “Ya wanna be shot in the face or in the back.” Laying in a pool of blood, pleading for his life, Hazelwood was shot in the face at close range. Why was the fighting so intense? What were they fighting for – gold? No! Salt. One of the Civil War’s bloodiest battles was fought over Saltville, VA – the largest supplier of salt to the Confederacy. And that brings us to our text this morning. After setting the standard for Christian character in the Beatitudes, Jesus calls those who stretch themselves striving to live these qualities out in their lives, not “good as gold” or “precious as pearls,” but the “salt of the earth.” 
Jesus says in Matthew 5:13-16, “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. "You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” Jesus addresses the powerful influence that God intends for the Christian to have on those around him using the metaphors of salt and light. Shake and Shine, but first enjoy our song…
Salt is common; the United States and China each produce 50 million tons of salt. There are 14,000 modern uses for salt. During our lifetime, we will consume 30,000 pounds of salt. Salt had many uses even in Jesus’ day. The Bible says in Leviticus 2:13, “With all thine offerings thou shalt offer salt.” Newborn babies were rubbed with salt. A grain of salt was placed in a tooth cavity for a toothache. In ancient Greece, trade involving salt for slaves gave rise to expression, “not worth his salt.” Salt rations given to Roman soldiers were known as “Salarium Argentums,” and hence, the word “Salary.” 
We overlook how valuable salt is. The right balance of salt keeps us healthy. We hear warnings about limiting our salt intake to avoid high blood pressure, but we need to understand that our body requires salt. It is essential for proper metabolism, the normal retention and exchange of fluids between cells. Without salt we die. If you do not get enough salt in your diet your muscles won’t contract, your blood won’t circulate, your food won’t digest and your heart won’t beat. Salt signifies life.
American society is sick, but as the “salt of the earth” Christians make the world a better place. Our national prosperity is not based primarily on our education, technology, social programs or military might, but our God-fearing, Bible-believing heritage. The spiritual salt content of the United States has been steadily slipping, though. Listen! Iran is not the greatest threat to our welfare; neither is North Korea or China – we are!
Salt is also valuable as a preservative. In the Palestinian heat, the only way to keep meat from going bad was to salt it. Our world is decaying morally – rotting before our eyes. Our society soaks itself in sin. The Christian is different. The world should see “Christ in us,” the gospel in action, the salt of Christian living. We are America’s preservative.
Do you remember Abraham’s pleading with God over Sodom in Genesis 18:23-25? The Bible says that “Abraham came near and said, "Would You also destroy the righteous with the wicked? Suppose there were fifty righteous within the city; would You also destroy the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous that were in it? Far be it from You to do such a thing as this, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous should be as the wicked; far be it from You! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?" God agreed to relent if there were fifty righteous, but there were not, and so, the bidding began – Abraham asked, “What about 45? 40? 30? 20? 10?” God agreed even if there were ten righteous souls, but alas, there were not. The world despises those who sincerely seek to live out the teachings of the New Testament. Don’t be shocked! Jesus said in John 15:19, “If you were of the world, the world would love its own…I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.” But, if God applied the same standard as in the days of Abraham, we would be the only reason they are still on God’s green earth. For sure, the people of God are the only hope for the world.
Salt is also valuable as a sanitizing and sterilizing agent. There were no first century pharmacies. If a child scraped his knee, they would soak it in salt water. We still gargle with salt water because salt brings healing while sin like a virus makes you sick and others sick! We see the effects: AIDS, STD’s, cirrhosis, some cancer, mental illness, anxiety, stress, ulcers, etc. These are not always the result of sin, but often are. Folks, unfortunately, ignore the “skull and crossbones” label the Scriptures place on sin. Listen, as liberating and attractive as sins seems to be, it will chew you up and spit you out! Sin poisons your heart and home, your body and soul. The Great Physician we are not, but as the salt of the earth, God expects us to sanitize and sterilized our sphere of influence.
Do you ever feel like, “I gotta get away from this job, this school, this neighborhood; it’s just too wicked, too worldly?” Think about it this way: perhaps God has placed you in that dark place so you would make a difference. What a difference a little salt makes.
What would you think if I said that some Christians were “good for nothing”? I didn’t say that, but Jesus did! The point: salt has great potential, but it is worthless in a salt shaker. Jesus tells us, “If the salt loses its flavor, its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is GOOD FOR NOTHING, but to be thrown out and trampled by men.” Strong language. What does that mean? After conquering a city, Old Testament armies salted the fields so that nothing would grow.
Therefore, “thrown out and trampled” means bland Christians are only good for gravel. If you just float and flitter about aimlessly, you are bland and not salty. The Lord can’t stand bland. This imagery is similar to the lukewarmness at Laodicaea. You see, you don’t have to blaspheme God or persecute Christians to thwart the Lord’s work. If our salt has lost its flavor…if we don’t influence the world, God’s plan is stymied and stalled.
One preachers asked another: “How many members do you have?” The other responded, “Eighty.” He followed up, “How many are active?” The other said, “All of them! Sixty are active for the Lord; the rest are active for the devil.” Jesus said in Matthew 12:30, “He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathers not with me scatters abroad.” We have unique abilities and opportunities. Paul writes in Romans 12:6, “Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let use them.” So, as one preacher put it, “What I’m able to do, God expects me to do!” There is no Switzerland in our spiritual battle. We must be at our post of duty. So, how about you? Are you making excuses or making a difference?
God can use you! Consider this (Rick Warren): Abraham was old, Jacob was insecure, Leah was undesirable, Joseph was abused, Moses stuttered, Gideon was poor, Rahab was immoral, Elijah was suicidal, Jonah was reluctant, Naomi was a widow, John the Baptist was not fashion conscious, Peter was impulsive, James and John were hot-tempered, Martha was a worrier, the Samaritan woman had several failed marriages, Zaccheus was unpopular and Thomas had doubts…” Yet, look how God used all of them. He’ll use you too, if you let him! When people look at you, can they see the difference that Jesus has made? If not, your salt has lost its saltiness.   
Do you get what Jesus is saying? Look at Matthew 5:13, “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.” When salt no longer sterilizes, no longer sanitizes, no longer influences, no longer impacts others, it is only good for one thing – to be “thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.” 
 
Still addressing the Christian’s influence, Jesus said in verse 14, “You are the light of the world.” Wait a minute! Jesus said, “I am the light of the world,” but also says His disciples are the light of the world. That’s a great compliment, but it is also an immense responsibility. Light draws attention; light exposes that which is hidden; light is a guide in the dark. The world loves darkness. Jesus says in John 3:19, “And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.” The chief priests took Jesus under the cloak of darkness. Jesus says in Luke 22:53, “This is your hour and the power of darkness.” So much of the world’s meanness goes on at night. Those who refuse the light will get outer darkness for eternity. We want to prevent as much of that as possible, so we let our light shine!
 
We must be a light for unbelievers. Matthew 5:16, “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father who is in heaven.” It’s about more than what is in the heart. Jesus says the world should see your “good works.” Preachers can lead the lost to Jesus, but never does the light shine brighter than in the everyday life of a genuine Christian. The Holy Spirit says in 2 Corinthians 3:3, “you are an epistle of Christ, ministered by us, written not with ink but by the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of flesh, that is, of the heart.” This has been eloquently put to song by Annie Johnson Flint in the World’s Bible.
 
Christ has no hands but our hands to do His work today.
He has no feet but our feet to lead men in His way. 
He has no tongue but our tongues to tell men how He died.
He has no help but our help to bring them to His side.
We are the only Bible the careless world will read.
We are the sinner's Gospel; we are the scoffer's creed.
We are the Lord's last message given in deed and word.
What if the type is crooked? What if the print is blurred?
What if our hands are busy with other work than His?
What if our feet are walking where sin's allurement is?
What if our tongues are speaking of things His lips would spurn?
How can we hope to help Him and hasten His return?
 
The world wonders how the Christian can have fun sober, why he prefers dedicating Sunday mornings to the Lord not the lake, why he doesn’t tell or laugh at the same jokes, how she can smile through the pain or why he is not eaten up by the cares of this life. Paul writes in 1 Thessalonians 5:5, “You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of the darkness.” The unbeliever may not always get it, but they see the contrast: the Christian is a light in darkness and your saltiness will lead some to thirst after righteousness. We’re talking influence. John Maxwell says that during your life you will influence ten thousand people. Make it for good.
 
Remember how you hated the darkness as a child. It’s healthy to hate darkness. The apostle writes in I John 2:15, “Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.” Then we find in 1 John 5:19, “We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one.” We have our work cut out for us. We are the world’s warning signs; turn right, go straight! 
 
What if your light is not on? On September 15, 2001 at 2:30 a.m. tragedy struck between Port Isabel and Padre Island. A boat hit one of the pillars breaking the bridge in the middle. Since it was in the dark of night, the oncoming cars did not see that the bridge was collapsed and plunged into the water. Nine died. If there would have been a light shining on that spot some would have been spared. Leave your light on for the world.
 
We shine our light for other Christians also. Sometimes Christians lose their bearings and start to drift. If other Christians keep their light shining, they can see their way back. Have you heard the song, “Brighten the Corner Where You Are?” That’s my job; that’s your job! God has entrusted you, perhaps, as the only ray of light on a particular team, in a particular neighborhood, at a particular workplace. We have been assigned to reflect the light of Christ in our corner of the world.
 
Matthew 5:14-15, "You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.” Dietrich Bonhoeffer put it well, “There is no secret discipleship. Either the secrecy will destroy the discipleship or discipleship with destroy the secrecy.” We need to let our light shine in teaching the truth, in how we treat our spouse, children and even the folks at the post office and grocery store. We need to let our light shine in how we react to the boss, in what books we read, in what music we listen to and in what we watch on television. Notice that Jesus did NOT say, “you are the light of the church,” but “the light of the world.” How much would you pay for a flashlight that only worked when other lights were on? Nothing; it would be worthless! Jesus is counting on us shining our light when we’re alone surrounded only by darkness.
 
A railroad worker was told to warn an oncoming train with his light that the bridge was out. When the train came, the man waved his lamp, but the train went right into the ditch. The man was taken to court to learn why the train ignored the warning of danger ahead. The judge asked, “Were you on duty the night of the train accident?” The man replied, “Yes, sir.” The judge then asked, “Did you have your lamp with you?” The man said, “Yes, sir.” The judge asked one more questions: “Did you wave your lamp to the train?” The man replied, “Yes, sir” and was not help responsible for the accident. Later the man told a friend, “I’m glad that the judge didn’t ask me if my lamp was on.” Let’s keep our lamps burning.
 
Matthew 5:16, “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” Bright is always right! Emerson put it this way, “What you are shouts so loudly that I can’t hear what you’re saying.” Someone else said, “I’d rather see a sermon than hear one any day.” That’s what Jesus is talking about. Notice that it’s not what is NOT seen. The emphasis is on what IS seen – good works! It’s not just about what Jesus did, but about what He does through you. Don’t do right so you will get credit from man. That’s Pharisaism. Jesus says to do them not for man to see, but for God to see; not for the praise of men, but for honor from the Father. Matthew 6:5-6, “And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For they love to pray… that they may be seen by men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. But you, when you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly.”
 
Salt is a silent, subtle influence while light is more open, direct and active; one is assertive; one is passive. God expects both from us. It’s time we shake the salt out of the saltshaker and shine our lights so the world can see Jesus. If you’re not a Christian, God sees an empty salt shaker and a flashlight without batteries. The potential is there, but you’re empty without Jesus. Make the move. Contact us and we’ll be glad to help you.  Stay with us and we’ll tell you how to get a copy of this message after our song… 
 
Thank you for watching Let the Bible Speak. We pray that you have heard God speak to you through His word. If you’d like a copy of this sermon, “Shake and Shine,” please write the address on your screen and we’ll be glad to get it out to you. You may also request a free Bible study course you can complete at home. Please visit our website, letthebiblespeak.com, and watch videos of the program at your convenience. Finally, we echo the sentiment of the apostle Paul when he wrote in Romans 16:16, “the churches of Christ salute you.” Until next week, goodbye and God bless. 
-Sermon delivered by evangelist Brett Hickey over “Let the Bible Speak” 
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