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Charisma of the Christ
The text we want to explore this morning is found in Philippians 2:5, “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus…”
 
When someone says the word “beautiful” what does it suggest to you? What do you think about when you hear the word “beautiful?” If you’re married, you’d better think of your wife first! But when you think of beauty do you think of a little child, a sunset with multiple hues of yellow, orange and shades of purple against a pale blue sky or maybe the reflection on the lake of woods on a rocky shore with cotton-like clouds in the background? Perhaps “beauty” suggests to you wildflowers in a verdant field after a spring rain, a doe escorting a fawn to a gurgling creek for a drink? I think that trees are even beautiful in their winter nakedness, especially when they are frosted by a winter storm. Some find their homes, cars and boats, beautiful. Some see beauty in jewelry: gold, silver, diamonds, the sapphire and emerald. Some see beauty in clothing. We see beauty in different ways, but it has the same effect on all of us; it draws us to it.
 
In light of this there is a paradox formed by a couple of biblical passages. Jesus says in John 12:32, “’And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself.’” Then we also find a prophecy of Jesus in Isaiah 53:2, “He has no form or comeliness; And when we see Him, There is no beauty that we should desire Him.” These two Scriptures seem to be incompatible and contradictory. So how is it that people were drawn to Jesus if he was not at all physically attractive? When we add a little more context to the first Scripture it only heightens the contrast. Consider John 12:32-33, “‘And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself.’ This He said, signifying by what death He would die.” 
 
Seeing Jesus mangled and bloody body agonizing on the cross was, at least on one level, anything but beautiful. So, how could anyone be drawn to Jesus through the crucifixion? You see there actually was a beauty, a kind of charisma found in Jesus on the cross. One dictionary offers the following definition for “charisma:”  “A personal attractiveness or interestingness that enables you to influence others.” Well, there was something about who Jesus was and what Jesus did that day (and leading up to it) that has the power to draw man to Him. And, it is the Lord’s will that that beauty, that kind of charisma, be seen in us. Perhaps you’ve heard the words to the following song that summarizes this idea so well.
 
“Let the beauty of Jesus be seen in me.              All His wonderful passion and purity.
Oh, Thou Spirit divine, all my nature refine.       Till the beauty of Jesus be seen in me.”
 
We spend millions of dollars on shampoo, soap, deodorant, perfume, razors, cosmetics and other beauty aids to draw people to us – or at least to avoid repelling them. But the Bible teaches that this is really not where it’s at – this is not where our focus should be. In Proverbs 31:30, for example, we read that “Charm is deceitful and beauty is passing, But a woman who fears the LORD, she shall be praised.” The apostle adds in the New Testament, (I Peter 3:3-4), “Do not let your adornment be merely outward--arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine apparel-- rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight of God.” God wants us to draw others to Him through us with a different type of beauty – a certain kind of charisma. We influence others for Christ not with external beauty, but an internal, spiritual loveliness that draws them to Jesus. If we can present just a reflection of the beauty of Christ – just a glimmer of His glory – He can shine to the world through us
Certainly we can see this truth in Galatians 4:19, “My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you…”  Paul wrote again in I Corinthians 11:1, “Be ye followers of me even as I am of Christ” (King James Version). “Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.” So, what is that something that Christ was (and is), that Christ had, that Christ did that we are to emulate and imitate? 
 
There is no Scripture that more beautifully captures the Charisma of the Christ than the picture painted in Philippians 2:3-11: 
 
“Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
 
What is the world’s greatest need? What is the church’s greatest need? Men and women who stand up for the truth – the Word of God; men and women who do all they can to genuinely model themselves after the life of Christ. Because, you see, there is something about who Jesus was that makes us love him, appreciate him and want to please him; something that draws us to him; it’s a unique kind of charisma and this passage sums it up beautifully.
 
If we are going to have the Charisma of the Christ, according to Philippians 2:3, as John Maxwell puts it, we are going to have to Look In. “Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit…” We are going to have to examine our motives; we are going to have to ponder WHY we do what we do if we are going to be like Christ. The phrase “selfish ambition” in the New King James Version is translated “strife” in the King James Version, “faction” in the American Standard Version, “party spirit” in Green’s Literal Translation and “rivalry” in the Holman Christian Standard Bible.
Joseph Thayer explains in his Greek-English Lexicon that this word (strife/self ambition –Greek erithEa) means “electioneering or intriguing for office; apparently, in the New Testament a courting distinction, a desire to put one's self forward, a partisan and fractious spirit which does not disdain low arts; partisanship, fractiousness. This word is found before New Testament times only in Aristotle where it denotes a self-seeking pursuit of political office by unfair means. (Arndt & Gingrich) 
Paul exhorts us to have the mind of Christ - not putting self forward or being selfish. Our motive should not be to promote ourselves. Let Christ and the promotion of the gospel be your agenda. Do you know people like this? If you do, don’t they appeal to you? 
Jesus addressed this spirit in Luke 14:10, “But when you are invited, go and sit down in the lowest place, so that when he who invited you comes he may say to you, ‘Friend, go up higher.' Then you will have glory in the presence of those who sit at the table with you.” How appealing is someone who always fights to have their way or pushes and cuts to get at the front of the line? People who always promote themselves, people who are always positioning themselves for power, or have selfish ambition, repel us – turn us off. People who are always saying, “look at me, pick me,” tend to, at the very least, annoy us. People in the world try to draw people to themselves this way, but Jesus did it differently and taught us to do likewise.
Jesus punctuated this truth in Matthew 20:20-28, where we find one of the brashest examples of selfish ambition recorded in Scripture.
 
“Then the mother of Zebedee's sons came to Him with her sons, kneeling down and asking something from Him. And He said to her, "What do you wish?" She said to Him, "Grant that these two sons of mine may sit, one on Your right hand and the other on the left, in Your kingdom." But Jesus answered and said, "You do not know what you ask. Are you able to drink the cup that I am about to drink, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?" They said to Him, "We are able." So He said to them, "You will indeed drink My cup, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with; but to sit on My right hand and on My left is not Mine to give, but it is for those for whom it is prepared by My Father." And when the ten heard it, they were greatly displeased with the two brothers. (This is why this word “erithEa” is translated both selfish ambition and strife or contention; because both ideas are present in the word and in this kind of behavior) But Jesus called them to Himself and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those who are great exercise authority over them. Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant. And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave-- just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many." 
 
Jesus is saying that the way up is down; the way to true greatness is through serving others, not exercising authority or “lording it over” others. You identify the greatest leader not by how many people serve him, but by how many people he serves.  Jesus was saying Look In. Examine your motives; keep your heart pure.
 
Of course, the idea of “conceit” (“vainglory” - King James Version) is closely related to selfish ambition. Thayer defines it as “self esteem, empty pride.” None of us are better than anyone else. The ground is all level at the foot of the cross. Thankfully, God does not grade on the curve, but on the cross. Without the cross, none of us would make the grade. “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23).” The apostle Paul certainly understood this, and this was, no doubt, part of his great effectiveness. He had the Charisma of the Christ. He said in I Corinthians 15:9, “For I am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.” Then he stepped down another rung in I Timothy 1:15, saying, “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.” As if that wasn’t low enough on the ladder of self-importance, he wrote in Ephesians 3:8, “To me, who am less than the least of all the saints…” We’ve gone a long way down the road to maturity when we get to that point. We need to make sure that we’re at least on that road and know that’s where we’re supposed to be heading. We have no right to look down our noses at anyone.
 
Compare Paul’s spirit to that of Mohammad Ali, “Float like a butterfly, sting like a bee; your hands can’t hit what your eyes can’t see.” “If you even dream of beating me, you better wake up and apologize.” “I’m the Elvis of boxing.” “I’m a baaaad man.” He meant, of course, that he was the best of men. This spirit repulses us, doesn’t it?
 
Next, Paul states the same truth in the positive, “but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.” In other words, Look Out – look outside of yourself. This, of course, is similar to what Jesus said in the exchange in Matthew 22:35-40, “Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, and saying, ‘Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?’ Jesus said to him, ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.' This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets." 
 
Maybe in Philippians 2:3, Paul was addressing the difficulty of loving our neighbor as ourselves. I don’t know, but I do know that in order to love others as we love ourselves, it is necessary to esteem (to consider, deem, account, think of) others as better than self. Lowliness of mind means “having a humble opinion of one's self; a deep sense of one's (moral) littleness.” That’s the only way will be able to view others properly. We look down on others when we overestimate our own value or importance. Instead, we must follow the admonition of I Peter 5:5, “Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for ‘God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble.’” We all need God’s grace, God’s favor. Here we find one of the keys to receiving grace.
 
Paul continues, “Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.” Don’t get so locked into your own world that you fail to look out for others.
Then, Look Up “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus…” Granted, that’s a tall order, but the mentality that we can think, talk and act anyway we choose just isn’t acceptable. “[W]ho, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.”
Jesus was entitled to all the comforts, powers, glory and respect that the Father was, and yet, He laid it all aside for our welfare, for our benefit. The Holman Christian Standard Bible reads,” He emptied Himself by assuming the form of a slave. He took on our weak, frail, human body.”  Down, down, down, down. We are used to our body and have known nothing else, so especially when we are young, our body doesn’t seem so bad. But Jesus wasn’t confined to a body of flesh with all its limitations and weaknesses. It was an incredible step down to take on humanity and to suffer all the consequences of the sin in the garden – sickness, weariness and pain. 
But Jesus kept taking the lower seat until He was at the lowest seat of all time – the cross. It was the lowest seat because of the suffering, but it was also the lowest seat because of the shame. Jesus understood that on the cross, though He Himself knew no sin, He was paying the price for sin; He was an offering for the sin of the world. Philippians 2:8 reads, “And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.” Have you ever noticed that this powerful Scripture has a twin? It is found in Hebrews 5:8-9, “[T]hough He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered. And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him.” Doesn’t this help us take our medicine? If Jesus, the Son of God, could submit to the point of the ultimate in suffering, who are we to resist – who are we to disobey?
This is why we love our Jesus so. This is why we’re drawn to him. It’s the Charisma of Christ. The question is: how far down will you go to be like Jesus? How far will I go? 
Now, if you look in, look out and look up, then you can also look forward. You can look forward to a reward for your obedience. There is nothing wrong in looking for a reward. Jesus did. Back to Philippians 2:9-11: “Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
God’s people are encouraged to look for the reward. Consider Hebrews 12:2, “[L]ooking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who FOR THE JOY THAT WAS SET BEFORE HIM endured the cross…” We see the same about Moses in Hebrews 11:24-26, “By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward.”
Something as fundamental to salvation as faith requires looking forward to our reward. We read in Hebrews 11:6, “But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” Stay with us after our song and we’ll tell you how to receive a copy of this message. 
Thank you for watching Let the Bible Speak. We pray you have heard God speak to you through His word. If you’d like a free transcript or DVD of this sermon, #797, “Charisma of the Christ,” please write the address to follow. We also offer our free Bible study course to complete at home. Join our group page on Facebook for updates on the sermon airing each week. We always welcome your comments and questions. Finally, we echo the sentiment of the apostle Paul when he wrote in Romans 16:16, “the churches of Christ salute you.” Until next week, goodbye and God bless.
